
Extract from the National Planning Policy Framework 2018

2.  Achieving sustainable development

7. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. At a very high level, the objective of sustainable development can be
summarised as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

8. Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three
overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually
supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across each of the
different objectives):
a) an economic objective– to    help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy,
by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the
right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and
coordinating the provision of infrastructure;
b) a social objective– to  support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a
sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and
future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with
accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support
communities’ health, social and cultural well-being; and
c) an environmental objective– to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built
and historic environment; including making effective use of land,helping to improve
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating
and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy.

9. These objectives should be delivered through the preparation and implementation of
plans and the application of the policies in this Framework; they are not criteria against
which every decision can or should be judged. Planning policies and decisions should play
an active role in guiding development towards sustainable solutions, but in doing so should
take local circumstances into account, to reflect the character, needs and opportunities of
each area.

10. So that sustainable development is pursued in a positive way, at the heart of the
Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development(paragraph 11).

13. The application of the presumption has implications for the way communities engage in
neighbourhood planning. Neighbourhood plans should support the delivery of strategic
policies contained in local plans or spatial development strategies; and should shape and
direct development that is outside of these strategic policies.

3 Plan making

Strategic policies

20. Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of
development, and make sufficient provision for:
a)  housing (including affordable housing), employment, retail, leisure and other commercial
development;
b)  infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste management, water
supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management, and the provision of
minerals and energy (including heat);
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c)  community facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure); and
d)  conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including
landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

Non-strategic policies

28. Non-strategic policies should be used by local planning authorities and communities to
set out more detailed policies for specific areas, neighbourhoods or types of development.
This can include allocating sites, the provision of infrastructure and community facilities at a
local level, establishing design principles, conserving and enhancing the natural and historic
environment and setting out other development management policies.

29. Neighbourhood planning gives communities the power to develop a shared vision for
their area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and help to deliver sustainable
development, by influencing local planning decisions as part of the statutory development
plan. Neighbourhood plans should not promote less development than set out in the
strategic policies for the area, or undermine those strategic policies.

30. Once a neighbourhood plan has been brought into force, the policies it contains take
precedence over existing non-strategic policies in a local plan covering the neighbourhood
area, where they are in conflict; unless they are superseded by strategic or non-strategic
policies that are adopted subsequently.

6.  Building a strong, competitive economy

80. Planning policies and decisions should help create the conditions in which businesses can
invest, expand and adapt. Significant weight should be placed on the need to support
economic growth and productivity, taking into account both local business needs and wider
opportunities for development. The approach taken should allow each area to build on its
strengths, counter any weaknesses and address the challenges of the future. This is
particularly important where Britain can be a global leader in driving innovation 40, and in
areas with high levels of productivity, which should be able to capitalise on their
performance and potential.
(footnote 40 The Government’s Industrial Strategy sets out a vision to drive productivity
improvements across the UK, identifies a number of Grand Challenges facing all nations, and
sets out a delivery programme to make the UK a leader in four of these: artificial intelligence
and big data; clean growth; future mobility; and catering for an ageing society. HM
Government (2017) Industrial Strategy: Building a Britain fit for the future.)

81. Planning policies should:
a)  set out a clear economic vision and strategy which positively and proactively
encourages sustainable economic growth, having regard to Local Industrial Strategies and
other local policies for economic development and regeneration;
b)  set criteria, or identify strategic sites, for local and inward investment to match the
strategy and to meet anticipated needs over the plan period;
c)  seek to address potential barriers to investment, such as inadequate infrastructure,
services or housing, or a poor environment; and
d)  be flexible enough to accommodate needs not anticipated in the plan, allow for new
and flexible working practices (such as live-work accommodation), and to enable a rapid
response to changes in economic circumstances.
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82. Planning policies and decisions should recognise and address the specific locational
requirements of different sectors. This includes making provision for clusters or networks of
knowledge and data-driven, creative or high technology industries; and for storage and
distribution operations at a variety of scales and in suitably accessible locations.

92. To provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community
needs, planning policies and decisions should:
a)  plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities (such as
local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and
places of worship) and other local services to enhance the sustainability of communities and
residential environments;
b)  take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to improve health, social
and cultural well-being for all sections of the community;
c)  guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly where this
would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs;
d)  ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and modernise,
and are retained for the benefit of the community; and
e)  ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, economic uses
and community facilities and services.

11. Making effective use of land

117.   Planning policies and decisions should promote an effective use of land in meeting the
need for homes and other uses, while safeguarding and improving the environment and
ensuring safe and healthy living conditions. Strategic policiesshould set out a clear strategy
for accommodating objectively assessed needs, in a way that makes as much use as
possible of previously-developed or ‘brownfield’ land.

118.    Planning policies and decisions should:
a)  encourage multiple benefits from both urban and rural land, including through mixed use
schemes and taking opportunities to achieve net environmental gains – such as
developments that would enable new habitat creation or improve public access to the
countryside;
b)  recognise that some undeveloped land can perform many functions, such as for wildlife,
recreation, flood risk mitigation, cooling/shading, carbon storage or food production;
c)  give substantial weight to the value of using suitable brownfield land within settlements for
homes and other identified needs, and support appropriate opportunities to remediate
despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated or unstable land;
d)  promote and support the development of under-utilised land and buildings, especially if
this would help to meet identified needs for housing where land supply is constrained and
available sites could be used more effectively (for example converting space above shops,
and building on or above service yards, car parks, lock-ups and railway infrastructure); and
e)  support opportunities to use the airspace above existing residential and commercial
premises for new homes. In particular, they should allow upward extensions where the
development would be consistent with the prevailing height and form of neighbouring
properties and the overall street scene, is well-designed (including complying with any local
design policies and standards), and can maintain safe access and egress for occupiers.

 120.    Planning policies and decisions need to reflect changes in the demand for land. They
should be informed by regular reviews of both the land allocated for development in plans,
and of land availability. Where the local planning authority considers there to be no
reasonable prospect of an application coming forward for the use allocated in a plan:
a)  they should, as part of plan updates, reallocate the land for a more deliverable use that
can help to address identified needs (or, if appropriate, de-allocate a site which is
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undeveloped); and
b)  in the interim, prior to updating the plan, applications for alternative uses on the land
should be supported, where the proposed use would contribute to meeting an unmet need
for development in the area.

122.    Planning policies and decisions should support development that makes efficient use
of land, taking into account:
a)  the identified need for different types of housing and other forms of development, and
the availability of land suitable for accommodating it;
b)  local market conditions and viability;
c)  the availability and capacity of infrastructure and services – both existing and proposed –
as well as their potential for further improvement and the scope to promote sustainable
travel modes that limit future car use;
d)  the desirability of maintaining an area’s prevailing character and setting(including
residential gardens), or of promoting regeneration and change; and
e)  the importance of securing well-designed, attractive and healthy places.

12. Achieving well-designed places

124.    The creation of high quality buildings and places is fundamental to what the planning
and development process should achieve. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable
development, creates better places in which to live and work and helps make development
acceptable to communities. Being clear about design expectations, and how these will be
tested, is essential for achieving this. So too is effective engagement between applicants,
communities, local planning authorities and other interests throughout the process.

125.    Plans should, at the most appropriate level, set out a clear design vision and
expectations, so that applicants have as much certainty as possible about what is likely to be
acceptable. Design policies should be developed with local communities so they reflect
local aspirations, and are grounded in an understanding and evaluation of each area’s
defining characteristics. Neighbourhood plans can play an important role in identifying the
special qualities of each area and explaining how this should be reflected in development.

126.    To provide maximum clarity about design expectations at an early stage, plans or
supplementary planning documents should use visual tools such as design guides and codes.
These provide a framework for creating distinctive places, with a consistent and high quality
standard of design. However their level of detail and degree of prescription should be
tailored to the circumstances in each place, and should allow a suitable degree of variety
where this would be justified.

127.    Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments:
a)  will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short term but
over the lifetime of the development;
b)  are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate and
effective landscaping;
c)  are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built
environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate
innovation or change (such as increased densities);
d)  establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of streets, spaces,
building types and materials to create attractive, welcoming and distinctive places to live,
work and visit;
e)  optimise the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate amount
and mix of development (including green and other public space) and support local
facilities and transport networks; and
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 f)   create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote healthand well-
being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users; and where crime and
disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion
and resilience.

128.    Design quality should be considered throughout the evolution and assessment of
individual proposals. Early discussion between applicants, the local planning authority and
local community about the design and style of emerging schemes is important for clarifying
expectations and reconciling local and commercial interests. Applicants should work closely
with those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views of
the community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and effective
engagement with the community should be looked on more favourably than those that
cannot.

129.    Local planning authorities should ensure that they have access to, and make
appropriate use of, tools and processes for assessing and improving the design of
development. These include workshops to engage the local community, design advice and
review arrangements, and assessment frameworks such as Building for Life. These are of most
benefit if used as early as possible in the evolution of schemes, and are particularly important
for significant projects such as large scale housing and mixed use development. In assessing
applications, local planning authorities should have regard to the outcome from these
processes, including any recommendations made by design review panels. Permission should
be refused for development of poor design that fails to take the opportunities available for
improving the character and quality of an area and the way it functions, taking into account
any local design standards or style guides in plans or supplementary planning documents.
Conversely, where the design of a development accords with clear expectations in plan
policies, design should not be used by the decision-maker as a valid reason to object to
development. Local planning authorities should also seek to ensure that the quality of
approved development is not materially diminished between permission and completion, as
a result of changes being made to the permitted scheme (for example through changes to
approved details such as the materials used).

131.    In determining applications, great weight should be given to outstanding or innovative
designs which promote high levels of sustainability, or help raise the standard of design more
generally in an area, so long as they fit in with the overall form and layout of their
surroundings.

14. Meeting the challenge of climate change,flooding and coastal change

148.    The planning system should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing
climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change. It should help to: shape places
in ways that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise
vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing resources, including the
conversion of existing buildings; and support renewable and low carbon energy and
associated infrastructure.

152.   Local planning authorities should support community-led initiatives for renewable and
low carbon energy, including developments outside areas identified in local plans or other
strategic policies that are being taken forward through neighbourhood planning.

154.    When determining planning applications for renewable and low carbon
development, local planning authorities should:
a)  not require applicants to demonstrate the overall need for renewable or low carbon
energy, and recognise that even small-scale projects provide a valuable contribution to
cutting greenhouse gas emissions; and
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b)  approve the application if its impacts are (or can be made) acceptable. Once suitable
areas for renewable and low carbon energy have been identified in plans, local planning
authorities should expect subsequent applications for commercial scale projects outside
these areas to demonstrate that the proposed location meets the criteria used in identifying
suitable areas.

14. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change

Planning and flood risk

155.    Inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided by directing
development away from areas at highest risk (whether existing or future). Where
development is necessary in such areas, the development should be made safe for its
lifetime without increasing flood risk elsewhere.

158.    The aim of the sequential test is to steer new development to areas with the lowest risk
of flooding. Development should not be allocated or permitted if there are reasonably
available sites appropriate for the proposed development in areas with a lower risk of
flooding. The strategic flood risk assessment will provide the basis for applying this test. The
sequential approach should be used in areas known to be at risk now or in the future from
any form of flooding.

159.    If it is not possible for development to be located in zones with a lower risk of flooding
(taking into account wider sustainable development objectives), the exception test may
have to be applied. The need for the exception test will depend on the potential
vulnerability of the site and of the development proposed, in line with the Flood Risk
Vulnerability Classification set out in national planning guidance.

160.   The application of the exception test should be informed by a strategic or site-specific
flood risk assessment, depending on whether it is being applied during plan production or at
the application stage. For the exception test to be passed it  should be demonstrated that:
a)  the development would provide wider sustainability benefits to the community that
outweigh the flood risk; and
b)  the development will be safe for its lifetime taking account of the vulnerability of its users,
without increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, where possible, will reduce flood risk overall.

161.   Both elements of the exception test should be satisfied for development to be
allocated or permitted.

162.    Where planning applications come forward on sites allocated in the development
plan through the sequential test, applicants need not apply the sequential test again.
However, the exception test may need to be reapplied if relevant aspects of the proposal
had not been considered when the test was applied at the plan-making stage, or if more
recent information about existing or potential flood risk should be taken into account.

164.    Applications for some minor development and changes of use should not besubject to
the sequential or exception tests but should still meet the requirements for site-specific flood
risk assessments set out in footnote 50.

(Footnote 50  A site-specific flood risk assessment should be provided for all development in
Flood Zones 2 and 3.
51 This includes householder development, small non-residential extensions (with a footprint
of less than 250m2and changes of use; except for changes of use to a caravan, camping or
chalet site, or to a mobile home or park home site, where the sequential and exception tests
should be applied as appropriate.)
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167.    Plans should reduce risk from coastal change by avoiding inappropriate development
in vulnerable areas and not exacerbating the impacts of physical changes to the coast.
They should identify as a Coastal Change Management Area any area likely to be affected
by physical changes to the coast, and:
a)  be clear as to what development will be appropriate in such areas and in what
circumstances; and
b)  make provision for development and infrastructure that needs to be relocated away from
Coastal Change Management Areas.

168.    Development in a Coastal Change Management Area will be appropriate only where
it is demonstrated that:
a)  it will be safe over its planned lifetime and not have an unacceptable impact on coastal
change;
b)  the character of the coast including designations is not compromised;
c)  the development provides wider sustainability benefits; and
d)  the development does not hinder the creation and maintenance of a continuous signed
and managed route around the coast.

172.    Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic
beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have
the highest status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these
areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads. The scale and
extent of development within these designated areas should be limited. Planning permission
should be refused for major development other than in exceptional circumstances, and
where it can be demonstrated that the development is in the public interest. Consideration
of such applications should include an assessment of:
a)  the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the
impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;
b)  the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting the need
for it in some other way; and
c)  any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational
opportunities, and the extent to which that could be moderated.

180.    Planning policies and decisions should also ensure that new development is
appropriate for its location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative
effects) of pollution on health, living conditions and the natural environment, as well as the
potential sensitivity of the site or the wider area to impacts that could arise from the
development. In doing so they should:
a)  mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential adverse impacts resulting from noise from
new development – and avoid noise giving rise to significant adverse impacts on health and
the quality of life;
b)  identify and protect tranquil areas which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise
and are prized for their recreational and amenity value for this reason;and
c)  limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark
landscapes and nature conservation.

182.    Planning policies and decisions should ensure that new development can be
integrated effectively with existing businesses and community facilities (such as places of
worship, pubs, music venues and sports clubs). Existing businesses and facilities should not
have unreasonable restrictions placed on them as a result of development permitted after
they were established. Where the operation of an existing business or community facility
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could have a significant adverse effect on new development (including changes of use) in
its vicinity, the applicant (or ‘agent of change’) should be required to provide suitable
mitigation before the development has been completed.

16. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

184.    Heritage assets range from sites and buildings of local historic value to those of the
highest significance, such as World Heritage Sites which are internationally recognised to be
of Outstanding Universal Value. These assets are an irreplaceable resource, and should be
conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for
their contribution to the quality of life of existing and future generations.

185.    Plans should set out a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the
historic environment, including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or other
threats. This strategy should take into account:
a)  the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets, and
putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation;
b)  the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the
historic environment can bring;
c)  the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character
and distinctiveness; and
d)  opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the
character of a place.

187.    Local planning authorities should maintain or have access to a historic environment
record. This should contain up-to-date evidence about the historic environment in their area
and be used to:
a)  assess the significance of heritage assets and the contribution they make to their
environment; and
b)  predict the likelihood that currently unidentified heritage assets, particularly sites of historic
and archaeological interest, will be discovered in the future
( Footnote 61 Some World Heritage Sites are inscribed by UNESCO to be of natural
significance rather than cultural significance; and in some cases they are inscribed for both
their natural and cultural significance.
62 The policies set out in this chapter relate, as applicable, to the heritage-related consent
regimes for which local planning authorities are responsible under the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, as well as to plan-making and decision-making.)

188.   Local planning authorities should make information about the historic environment,
gathered as part of policy-making or development management, publicly accessible.

Proposals affecting heritage assets

189.    In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to
describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made
by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no
more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their
significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been
consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary.
Where a site on which development is proposed includes, or has the potential to include,
heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require
developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field
evaluation.
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190.    Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any
heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the
setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary
expertise. They should take this into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a
heritage asset, to avoid or minimise any conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation
and any aspect of the proposal.

191.    Where there is evidence of deliberate neglect of, or damage to, a heritage asset the
deteriorated state of the heritage asset should not be taken into account in any decision.

192.    In determining applications, local planning authorities should take account of:
a)  the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and
putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation;
b)  the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable
communities including their economic vitality; and
c)  the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character
and distinctiveness.

Considering potential impacts

193.    When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a
designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation (and the
more important the asset, the greater the weight should be). This isirrespective of whether
any potential harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than substantial harm to its
significance.

194.    Any harm to, or loss of, the significance of a designated heritage asset (from its
alteration or destruction, or from development within its setting), should require clear and
convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of:
a)  grade II listed buildings, or grade II registered parks or garden, should be exceptional;
b)  assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites,
registered battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and
gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional
(Footnote 63 Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest, which are
demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered
subject to the policies for designated heritage assets.).

195.    Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to (or total loss of
significance of) a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse
consent, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or total loss is necessary to
achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following
apply:
a)  the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and
b)  no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through
appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation; and
c)  conservation by grant-funding or some form of not for profit, charitable or public
ownership is demonstrably not possible; and
d)  the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use.

196.    Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the
significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public
benefits of the proposal including, where appropriate, securing its optimum viable use.

197.    The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset
should be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing
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applications that directly or indirectly affect non-designated heritage assets, a balanced
judgement will be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the
significance of the heritage asset.

198.   Local planning authorities should not permit the loss of the whole or part of a heritage
asset without taking all reasonable steps to ensure the new development will proceed after
the loss has occurred.

199.    Local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance
understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a
manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and
any archive generated) publicly accessible.  However, the ability to record evidence of our
past should not be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be permitted.
(Footnote 64 Copies of evidence should be deposited with the relevant historic environment
record, and any archives with a local museum or other public depository.)

 200.    Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within
Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites, and within the setting of heritage assets to
enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the
setting that make a positive contribution to the asset(or which better reveal its significance)
should be treated favourably.

201.    Not all elements of a Conservation Area or World Heritage Site will necessarily
contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site should be
treated either as substantial harm under paragraph 195 or less than substantial harm under
paragraph 196, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element
affected and its contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage
Site as a whole.

202.    Local planning authorities should assess whether the benefits of a proposal for
enabling development, which would otherwise conflict with planning policies but which
would secure the future conservation of a heritage asset, outweigh the dis-benefits of
departing from those policies.

Glossary

Archaeological interest: There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or
potentially holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert investigation at some
point.

Coastal change management area: An area identified in plans as likely to be affected by
physical change to the shoreline through erosion, coastal landslip, permanent inundation or
coastal accretion.

Conservation (for heritage policy): The process of maintaining and managing change to a
heritage asset in a way that sustains and, where appropriate, enhances its significance.

Decentralised energy: Local renewable and local low-carbon energy sources.

Design code: A set of illustrated design requirements that provide specific, detailed
parameters for the physical development of a site or area. The graphic and written
components of the code should build upon a design vision, such as a masterplan or other
design and development framework for a site or area.
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Designated heritage asset: A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building,
Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation
Area designated under the relevant legislation.

Heritage asset: A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a
degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage
interest. It includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning
authority (including local listing).

Heritage coast: Areas of undeveloped coastline which are managed to conserve their
natural beauty and, where appropriate, to improve accessibility for visitors.

Historic environment: All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between
people and places through time, including all surviving physical remains of past human
activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, and landscaped and planted or managed
flora.

Historic environment record: Information services that seek to provide access to
comprehensive and dynamic resources relating to the historic environment of a defined
geographic area for public benefit and use.

Major development ( footnote 70 Other than for the specific purposes of paragraphs 172 and
173 in this Framework.): For housing, development where 10 or more homes will be provided,
or the site has an area of 0.5 hectares or more. For non-residential development it means
additional floorspace of 1,000m2 or more, or a site of 1 hectare or more, or as otherwise
provided in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(England) Order 2015.

Original building: A building as it existed on 1 July 1948 or, if constructed after 1 July 1948, as it
was built originally.

Outstanding universal value: Cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as
to transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future
generations. An individual Statement of Outstanding Universal Value is agreed and adopted
by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee for each World Heritage Site.

Previously developed land: Land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure,
including the curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the
whole of the curtilage should be developed) and any associated fixed surface infrastructure.
This excludes: land that is or was last occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that
has been developed for minerals extraction or waste disposal by landfill, where provision for
restoration has been made through development managementprocedures; land in built-up
areas such as residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and allotments; and land that
was previously developed but where the remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface
structure have blended into the landscape.

Setting of a heritage asset: The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its
extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a
setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may
affect the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.

Significance (for heritage policy): The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations
because of its heritage interest. The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or
historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from
its setting. For World Heritage Sites, the cultural value described within each site’s Statement
of Outstanding Universal Value forms part of its significance.


