
VGS 2024 AGM – minutes 

Wednesday 20 November 2024 @ Dissenters Hall, Sidmouth 

Attendance: Ian Gregory [VGS chair]. Roger Till [VGS treasurer], Jeremy Woodward 
[VGS secretary], Mary Walden-Till [VGS webmaster]

Tess Bisson (Cherishing Sidmouth's Cemeteries), Cllr Stephen Blakeway (STC), Tracey 
Cann (CSC), Cllr Bernie Davis (STC), Cllr Paul Dodds (STC), Richard Eley (Chamber), 
Geoff Harris (Friends of Glen Goyle), Cllr Stuart Hughes (DCC), John McGregor (FOGG),
Tim O’Carroll (CSC), Roy Russell (Sidmouth Cycling Campaign), Ian Simpson (CSC),  
Sandra Snee (FOGG), Ann Street (CSC), Mick Street (CSC), Pauline Temple (FOGG), Cllr 
Kevin Walker (STC), Jenny Ware (CSC)

Apologies: Cllr Ian Barlow (STC/EDDC), Amanda O’Carroll (CSC)  

The chair welcomed attendees to the VGS 2024 AGM.

REPORTS

The chair focussed on how well the 2024 General Election Hustings went.

The treasurer presented the 2023-24 financial report. It was unanimously agreed that in 
future the accounts would be presented using the January to December financial year.

The webmaster confirmed that all web and insurance costs of the VGS daughter groups are
covered by the VGS ; and that independently the VGS has set up, maintains and hosts 
several websites for other groups, including CAPS, Fair Trade and Twinning Circle.

The secretary expressed thanks on behalf of the VGS to Ian Gregory for his solid and 
reliable work as chair of the VGS for the past two years, following the announcement of his 
stepping down in the November's VGS newsletter

John McGregor presented the Friends of Glen Goyle annual report, available here.

Roy Russell presented the Sidmouth Cycling Campaign annual report, available here.

Tess Bisson presented the Cherishing Sidmouth's Cemeteries annual report, seen here.

Mary Walden-Till gave an update on the Beach Management Plan, as VGS representative:

EDDC will no longer be using the consultants they were hoping to appoint and 
have instead entered into a new partnership with Bournemouth Christchurch and 
Poole Council to create a new body to tackle problems on the coast of both areas. A
dedicated engineer was expected to have been appointed at the beginning of 
November and the Advisory Group are hoping for a meeting soon. 

Cllr Kevin Walker introduced himself as VGS representative on STC, with his report here.

ELECTING OFFICERS

The secretary reminded the meeting that the position of chair can remain open under the   
VGS constitution, as for the moment there have been no nominations for the position.

Treasurer: Roger Till: proposed by Kevin Walker; seconded by Jenny Ware: carried 
unanimously

Webmaster: Mary Walden-Till: proposed by Stephen Blakeway; seconded by Tess Bisson: 
carried unanimously

Secretary: Jeremy Woodward: proposed by Ian Simpson; seconded by Mick Street: 
carried unanimously

Jeremy Woodward, VGS secretary, November 2024
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https://twinning.vgsidmouth.co.uk/
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