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1. The aim of this housing need Assessment (HNA)  was to gather evidence to determine the 
following research questions from the perspective of local residents:  

• Can the community be considered to be balanced? 
• Is there sufficient affordable housing? 
• What type and mix of housing is needed in future? 
• Is current and projected care and nursing home provision in step with need? 
• How does the situation in Sidmouth compare to similar towns? 

 
2. Analysis of HNA findings led to quantitative findings regarding levels of unmet housing 

need over the next 5-years taking into account Sidmouth’s social and policy context. The 
following recommendations are offered to assist in improving the supply of suitable 
additional housing and care. 

3. Publication of the HNA report could be a key enabler in promoting discussion involving 
the town council, the district and county councils, the NHS and others to consider how 
the sustainability issues identified in the HNA can be addressed. 

4. Many housing and accommodation issues are identified in the HNA report. The town 
council may wish to consider how the delivery of additional housing can be delivered and 
better use of the housing stock can be achieved  to address its aims. The following actions 
could be considered: 

• engaging with land owners, housebuilders and the local planning authority, 
asking them to deliver a mix of housing and accommodation that would more 
closely meet local need; 
 

• enabling a small annual programme of newbuild affordable homes prioritsed 
to meet local need. In this way the most urgent needs would be met; 
 

• recognising that suitable exception sites will both help deliver an annual 
supply of affordable housing and ensure that only local people benefit from 
this supply; 
 

• enabling a supply of additional affordable specialised housing for local older 
people which will indirectly assist in housing younger households due to 
vacancies in the system; 
 

•  forming partnerships with housing associations so that small scale 
development opportunities can address local need; 
 

• consideration of innovations such as encouraging local people to form and 
deliver community led housing schemes, possibly by means of a Community 
Land Trust; 
 



• working with the district Council to agree a Sidmouth parish local lettings 
policy and reviewing local connection criteria that would apply to Sidmouth to 
ensure that local needs are prioritised and enable younger people to return to 
the parish; and 
 

• working with the district council to develop policies that minimise vacant 
homes and discourage second homes. 
 

5. After consideration of the above and consultation with the district and county council, the 
town council should consider amending its neighbourhood plan to address the major 
issues identified in this report that build upon the strategic planning policies of the district 
council. In that context, the HNA report should be cited as part of the evidence base.  

 
 


