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1. The aim of this study was to gather evidence to determine the following research 
questions from the perspective of local residents:  

• Can the community be considered to be balanced? 
• Is there sufficient affordable housing? 
• What type and mix of housing is needed in future? 
• Is current and projected care and nursing home provision in step with need? 
• How does the situation in Sidmouth compare to similar towns? 
 

2. An additional 65 to 67 units of general needs affordable housing are needed per-annum if 
the flow of those in affordable need arising from local people is to be met. If the needs of 
incomers are taken into account, unmet affordable need rises considerably to between 
155 and 157 dwellings per-annum. 

3. An additional 23 units of owned sheltered and extra care and 8 units of rented sheltered 
and extra care housing are needed per annum. 

4. For the next few years care and nursing home capacity for older people is in balance with 
demand but more capacity will be needed eventually. 

5. Sidmouth is not a balanced community. Factors driving the above growth are older people 
being attracted to Sidmouth which leads to an imbalance of age groups in the parish 
skewed toward older people, high house prices and rents compared to East Devon, and 
an aging population. East Devon projects a district wide growth of 24,274 people aged 
over 65 by 2043. 

6. Comparisons were made with Chard and Teignmouth which are towns of a similar size to 
Sidmouth.  We found that Sidmouth has a much higher proportion of older residents than 
the other towns.  

  
 
 


